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30 Indispensable Writing Tips From Famous Authors

Writing is easy: All you have to do is start writing, finish writing, and make sure it's good. But here's some vastly more useful wisdom and advice from people
who seriously know what the hell they're talking about.
posted about a week ago
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1. Ernest Hemingway

Therelis hothing to writing.

All you'do isSitsdown at.a

typewriter and bleeds |
- Ernest Hm?hm av]

2. Elmore Leonard
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Elmore Leonard
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3. Anton Chekhov
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4. Toni Morrison

3of27 8/25/12 12:22 AM



30 Indispensable Writing Tips From Famous Authors

Image by Michael Lionstar / AP

5. George Orwell

6. E.L. Doctorow
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1
Never use a metaphor, simile,
or other figure of speech which
you are used to seeing in print.

. 2.
Never use a long word where a

short one will do.

3.
If it is possible to cut a word
out, always cut it out.
4.
Never use the passive where
you can use the active.

5t
Never use a foreign phrase, a
scientific word, or a jargon
word if you can think of an
everyday English equivalent.

6.
Break any of these rules sooner

an say anything outright barbarous.

8/25/12 12:22 AM



30 Indispensable Writing Tips From Famous Authors http://www.buzzfeed.com/expresident/writing-advice-from-fam...

Writing a novel is like
driving a car at might.

You can only sé€ as far

as your head
you can mak
trip that wa

Image by MARY ALTAFFER / AP

7. Henry Miller

When you can’t create

you can work.

Library Of Congress

8. Elmore Leonard
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9. John Steinbeck

/' Abandon the idea that you are
ever going to finish. Lose track
of the 400 pages and write just
one page for each day, it helps.
Then when it gets finished, you

are always surprised.

- John Steinbeck

\
-
.

10. Stephen King

8/25/12 12:22 AM

6 of 27



30 Indispensable Writing Tips From Famous Authors http://www.buzzfeed.com/expresident/writing-advice-from-fam...

p : : N\
Kill your darlings, kill your \
darlings, even when it breaks

- Stephen King /‘,
N
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11. Ralph Waldo Emmerson
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12. Neil Gaiman
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Remember: when people tell YOu\a)u)_ething's wrong or doesn’t work for
them, they are almost always right. Whén. they tell you exactly what they

think is wrong and how to fix it, they are almost always wrong.

13. Maya Angelou

What I try to do is write
[ may write for two weeks
‘the cat sat on the mat, that is
that, not a rat.” And it might be
just the most boring and awful

stuff. But I try. When I'm writing,

I write. And then it’s as if the
muse is convinced that I'm serious
and says, 'Okay. Okay. I'll come.'
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14. James Patterson

“Neil Gaiman
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I’'m always pretending
that I'm sitting across
from somebody. I'm
telling them a story,

and | don’t want them

to get up until it's finished.

"‘PMMJ

James Patterson

Image by Deborah Feingold / Reuters

15. Stephen King

If you want to be a writer you
must do two things above all
others: read a lot and write a lot.”

- Stephen King
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16. Mark Twain
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Substitute “damn” every time
you’re inclined to write ‘very;’
your editor will delete it

and the writing will be just
as it should be.

DT T

- Mark Twain

17. Toni Morrison
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18. Edgar Allan Poe
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A short story must havea single mood and every

sentence must build t@ﬁards it, %M
- Edgar Allen Poe

19. John Steinbeck
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20. Annie Dillard
i

21. Ray Bradbury

i | 1‘”,,,

N\
Quantity preduce8 quality &
If you Only Write @ffew things)
youtre.doonfea i
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22. Saul Bellow
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"[{4 “Youineve have‘{cllmnge
sanything you got up in the
ot thémight to write.

- Saul Bellow
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23. Erica Jong

The hardest part is believing

in yourself at the notebook
stage. It is like believing in
dreams in the morning.

\ - Erica Jong
I\\. -
.,.\
N\

24. Kurt Vonnegut

http://www.buzzfeed.com/expresident/writing-advice-from-fam...

8/25/12 12:22 AM



30 Indispensable Writing Tips From Famous Authors

17 of 27

1
Use the time of a tofal stranger i
such a way that he or she will ngg
feel the time was wasted

2
Give the reader at least one
character he or she can root fof

3

Every character should want
something, even if itis only a
glass of water

4
Every sentence must d
of two things — reveal [harac‘ler

or advance the action.

5
Start as close to the efid@Spossible:

6

Be a Sadist. Nosnatieshow sweet

and innoceniglouE leading characters,
ings happen to them-in
eader may see what

jerv@window and make love
| tothe word, so to speak; your story
Wwill gét pneumonia.

Image by MARTY REICHENTHAL / AP

25. T.S. Eliot

N
Immature poets imitate; ’\\
mature poets steal.

26. Ernest Hemingway
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Interviewer: How much rewriting do you do?

Hemingway: It depends, I re-wrote the ending to
“Farewell to Arms,” the last page of it,
thirty-nine times before I was satisfied

Was there some technical problem th
What was it thaghad stumped you?

y

27. Gertrude Stein
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/To write is to write
is to write is to write
is to write is to write
is to write is to wrije.

i

Gertrude Stein

Image by Library of Congress / Getty Images

28. F. Scott Fitzgerald
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Cut out all those
exclamation marks.
An exclamation markuis like

S
—

laughing at your own'jeke. =

et gt

- F. Scott Fitzgerald

2

Library Of Congress

29. Neil Gaiman

- \EAR CORF
\
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30. G.K. Chesterton

1 owe my success to |

listened respectfully .
very best advice, and then
going away and doing the ¥

\\_ exact opposite.
\ - G.K. Chesterton

N

Design by Chris Ritter for BuzzFeed

[ “ Share on Facebook ]
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47 comments

Add a comment

Markasaurus Rex - Charlotte, North Carolina

Of course my favorite, not listed:
- "Write drunk; edit sober" -Ernest Hemingway.

Reply -

David Payton -

61 - Like - Follow Post - August 16 at 12:13am

Megan Brese - Top Commenter - 22 years old
some great advice for sure.

Reply - Like - Wednesday at 2:09pm

Subscribe - Singer/Guitarist/One-Man-Band at David Payton Music

FE Why are things judged by how many 'white’, 'men’, 'women', or 'people’ of color' there are? Why

can't it just be left as successful 'people'? Stop looking for things to be 'offended' about. Stop
looking at things based on what race or gender everyone is. Just see them as people. Racism and
sexism works both ways. It will only end when it truly doesn't matter either way.

Reply -

57 - Like - Follow Post - August 17 at 11:18am

Beckie Hawk - Madison, Georgia

The left get's all upset when you "label" them... but they are the authors of labeling in
America!

Reply - 3 - Like - August 17 at 11:33am

Justin Vokey - Top Commenter - Dallas, Texas

Well it generally becomes an issue when nearly the entire list is made up of white
males. | can think of dozens of critically acclaimed authors who could have been on
this list that aren't white males.

Reply - 9 - Like - August 17 at 12:24pm

John Ellis - Princeton University
You mean, like Maya Angelou or Toni Morrison?
Reply - 24 - Like - August 17 at 4:53pm

View 14 more

Mikael Ojok
@lili river, really? so we have to be politically correct even when sharing tips? let's say | come

across something exciting | want to share with y'all; you really expect me to check out the RACE
and GENDER of the author before | can share it? seriously? what a pile of hogwash. Do you realise
how ridiculous that is? And, for avoidance of doubt, I'm not white. 'fact I'm not just black, I'm
African- from Uganda. Stop with that patronising (if you are White) or self-pitying (if you are a
person of colour) talk. It's maddeningly annoying!

Reply -

37 - Like - Follow Post - August 16 at 3:59pm

Jane Gloria - West Visayas State University
overdoing her anti-racism there... so annoying as shit.
Reply - 1 - Like - August 18 at 5:47am

Lana Minor - Top Commenter - Columbia, Missouri

Yeah...no. One shouldn't have to check the race/gender of authors when compiling an
article like this. If one had a more diverse education that included the works of women
and racial minorities, then it wouldn't be an issue. It would've been done without a
second thought from the compiler. This list just shows us how Eurocentric and
male-dominated our grasp of arts and literature can be, due to our educational
systems valuing these works above those of equally, and perhaps more talented,
minority individuals.

Reply - 5 - Like - August 20 at 1:23am

Randy Bradford -

| still vote on just posting the quotes without attributing authorship....then we could
focus on the wisdom instead of fighting over something as trivial as the chromosomes
and skin pigment of the people that churned out the wisdom. You're assuming some
merit or value was placed on these above others, rather than a guy compiling the first
30 quotes he came across.

Top Commenter - The University of Kansas

Reply - 4 - Like - Tuesday at 7:00pm

Y Simone DeBlasio - Subscribe - Los Angeles, California
' love these tips, but | feel you missed an opportunity to quote some great women: Dorothy Parker,
Nora Ephron, Erma Bombeck, Emily Dickens, Edith Wharton, and Oscar Wilde.
Reply - 21 - Like - Follow Post - August 16 at 2:23am
& Sophia Bo-  Top Commenter
) | hope this was intentionally because | has to laugh out loud.
L2 Reply - 6 - Like - August 16 at 2:13pm
1 Simone DeBlasio - Subscribe - Los Angeles, California

absolutely intentional. i'm a sassy ass. :)
Reply - 6 - Like - August 16 at 2:28pm
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Vonnegut continued with: “The greatest American short story writer of

my generation was Flannery O’Connor (1925-1964). She broke

practically every one of my rules but the first. Great writers tend to do

that.” Source: preface to Bagombo Snuff Box.
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1 Response to This T React Share Link Flag

Write'. He had a perfectionist's obsession with the English language
because he fully understood the power of words. Good read.

| thought Hemmingway wrote standing up?
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Spend 5 pages describing what Bella wore to school the first day.
- Stephanie Meyer
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